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and take from the prisoners other tasks of a more remunerative
nature and involving no danger to health.

Nor was unclean food indifferently cooked the whole of the
complaint on this head. A kind of dry fermented stinking cabbage
was rationed as green vegetable. From what the friends described
I could gather that this cabbage was a kind of human silage copied
from cattle silage, cabbage being re-vitalized by subjecting it to
high fermentation. If the information given to me is correct,
I can only say that the prison authorities are playing with prison-
ers* lives entrusted to their care-

Among the prisoners discharged were three in a weak condi-
tion; one a student who had completed his full term was discharg-
ed in a precarious condition. His condition was so far gone that
in spite of all the loving attention being bestowed upon him by the
Mahavidyalaya professors and students and skilled medical assist-
ance he is not yet out of danger. I was informed that for several
days in spite of his fever he was kept on coarse jowari bread for a
time. I should not at all wonder if this indigestible bread caused
intestinal inflammation.

I shall be glad to publish any explanation that the autho-
rities may have to give in regard to these allegations,

I know that conditions being as they are prisoners may not
expect the comforts of home life. I know too that satyagrahis may
not grumble at their lot which in a way is of their own seeking.
Nevertheless even a satyagrahi whether he complains or not should
receive human treatment and should get food that is suited to his
constitution and that is, above all else, clean and cleanly prepared.

Young India, 16-8-1928

222.   LETTER TO MOTILAL NEHRU
SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
August 16, 1928
DEAR MOTILALJI,
Your report is a great document. I am hoping that the Con-
ference that is to meet at Lucknow will give it all the serious consi-
deration it deserves and not light-heartedly begin to tear it to
pieces. The intrinsic merit of the report is so great as to ensure
full attendance at Lucknow.1
1 Vide also "The Nehru Report", 16-8-1928.